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(57) ABSTRACT

A patch antenna includes a dielectric body, radiation element,
earth conductor and feed member. The dielectric body
increases in cross-sectional area from a first end toward a
second end thereof. The radiation element is disposed on a
surface of the dielectric body, and each side of the radiation
element has a length adjusted based on the frequency of a
radio wave to be received and the effective permittivity of the
dielectric body. The earth conductor is disposed on the bot-
tom surface of the dielectric body. The feed member is elec-
trically connected to the radiation element.
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1
PATCH ANTENNA AND WIRELESS
COMMUNICATIONS DEVICE

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a patch antenna and a
wireless communications device.

2. Description of the Related Art

Conventional wristwatch-type wireless terminals have a
problem of degradation in antenna characteristics due to
influence from a wrist where the wireless terminal is attached,
for example.

For this reason, such a wireless terminal uses a patch
antenna which has directivity in the zenith direction with
respect to the GND surface thereof and is less influenced by a
wrist where the wireless terminal is attached.

The patch antenna includes a dielectric body, a radiation
element disposed on the top surface of the dielectric body, and
an earth conductor disposed on the bottom surface of the
dielectric body.

The technique of such a patch antenna is disclosed in, for
example, Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publica-
tion No. 2002-198725.

In general, a patch antenna occupies a larger space than
other electronic components built in a wristwatch-type wire-
less terminal.

For this reason, in a wristwatch-type wireless terminal, a
patch antenna is often mounted not in a main body case,
where many electronic components are disposed and where
there is not a sufficient space for the patch antenna, but in a
band attaching portion, which affords more space for the
patch antenna.

FIG. 12A is a plan view of a conventional wristwatch 600,
and FIG. 12B is a side view thereof, a part of the wristwatch
600 cut out.

The wristwatch 600 includes a main body case 601, to
which band attaching portions 601a¢ and 6015 are attached,
and bands 602a and 6025 attached to the band attaching
portions 601a and 6015.

The main body case 601 and the band attaching portions
601a and 6015 are formed in one united body with resin.

In the main body case 601, a GPS (global positioning
system) module as a communication module is mounted, for
example.

The band attaching portions 601a and 6015 each have the
shape of an isosceles trapezoid when viewed from above.
More specifically, the widths of the band attaching portions
601a and 6015 decrease in the direction from the main body
case 601 toward the bands 6024 and 6025, respectively.

Further, the bottom surfaces of the band attaching portions
6014 and 6015 are flush with the bottom surface of the main
body case 601. The thicknesses (i.e., the heights of the top
surfaces) of the band attaching portions 601a and 6015
increase in the direction from the bands 602a and 6025,
respectively, toward the main body case 601.

The band attaching portion 601a which is at the 6 o’clock
position (i.e., 6 o’clock position of the analog watch) serves as
an antenna case. A patch antenna 610 is encased within the
band attaching portion 601a.

The expression “a patch antenna 610 is encased within the
band attaching portion 601¢” means a state where the patch
antenna 610 is fitted (contained) in the band attaching portion
601a without protruding therefrom.

The patch antenna 610 has the shape of a square prism, and
appears to be a square when viewed from above.
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Further, the patch antenna 610 has a uniform thickness
(i.e., constant height of the top surface).

The lengths of sides and thickness of the patch antenna 610
are constrained and determined on the basis of the smallest
dimension within the space of the band attaching portion
601a.

Specifically, the lengths of sides of the patch antenna 610
are determined in accordance with the depth (i.e., the distance
between the main body case 601 and the band 602a) of the
band attaching portion 6014, the depth being smaller than its
width; and the thickness of the patch antenna 610 is deter-
mined in accordance with the smallest height of the band
attaching portion 601a.

Therefore, when the depth and the smallest height of the
band attaching portion 601a are small, the size of the patch
antenna 610 is restricted in accordance with the depth and the
height. This reduces the volume of antenna, resulting in insuf-
ficient sensitivity characteristics (antenna gain).

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

An object of the present invention is to provide a patch
antenna which can make efficient use of the space in an
antenna case where the patch antenna is encased even when a
dimension of the antenna case increases from its one end
toward the other end to enhance sensitivity characteristics;
and to provide a wireless communications device where the
patch antenna is mounted.

According to a first aspect of the present invention, there is
provided a patch antenna including: a dielectric body which
increases in cross-sectional area from a first end toward a
second end thereof; a radiation element which is disposed on
a surface of the dielectric body and each side of which has a
length adjusted based on a frequency of a radio wave to be
received and an effective permittivity of the dielectric body;
an earth conductor disposed on a bottom surface of the dielec-
tric body; and a feed member electrically connected to the
radiation element.

According to a second aspect of the present invention, there
is provided a wireless communications device including a
patch antenna and a containing portion which contains the
patch antenna, the patch antenna including: a dielectric body
which increases in cross-sectional area from a first end toward
a second end thereof; a radiation element which is disposed
on a surface of the dielectric body and each side of which has
a length adjusted based on a frequency of a radio wave to be
received and an effective permittivity of the dielectric body;
an earth conductor disposed on a bottom surface of the dielec-
tric body; and a feed member electrically connected to the
radiation element, wherein the containing portion has a shape
corresponding to a shape the patch antenna when viewed
from above and/or when viewed from a side.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The above and other objects, advantages and features of the
present invention will become more fully understood from
the detailed description given hereinbelow and the appended
drawings which are given by way of illustration only, and thus
are not intended as a definition of the limits of the present
invention, and wherein:

FIG. 1A is a plan view of a wristwatch in a first embodi-
ment;

FIG. 1B is a side view of the wristwatch in the first embodi-
ment, a part of the wristwatch cut out;

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of a patch antenna of the
wristwatch shown in FIGS. 1A and 1B;
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FIG. 3 is a side view of the mounted patch antenna shown
in FIG. 2;

FIG. 4 is a perspective view showing a simulation model of
a conventional patch antenna;

FIG. 5 illustrates the radiation pattern of the patch antenna
shown in FIG. 4;

FIG. 6 illustrates the radiation pattern of a simulation
model of the patch antenna shown in FIG. 2;

FIG. 7 is a perspective view of a patch antenna in a first
modification of the first embodiment;

FIG. 8 illustrates the radiation pattern of a simulation
model of the patch antenna shown in FIG. 7;

FIG. 9 is a perspective view of a patch antenna in a second
modification of the first embodiment;

FIG. 10 is a perspective view of a patch antenna in a third
modification of the first embodiment;

FIG. 11 is a perspective view of a patch antenna in a fourth
modification of the first embodiment;

FIG. 12A is a plan view of a conventional wristwatch;

FIG. 12B is a side view of the conventional wristwatch, a
part of the wristwatch cut out;

FIG. 13A is a plan view of a wristwatch in a second
embodiment;

FIG. 13B is a side view of the wristwatch in the second
embodiment;

FIG. 14A is a plan view of a patch antenna to be mounted
in the wristwatch shown in FIGS. 13A and 13B;

FIG. 14B is a cross-sectional view of the patch antenna
shown in FIG. 14 A along the line II-1I;

FIG. 14C is a perspective view of the patch antenna shown
in FIG. 14A,

FIG. 15 is a perspective view of a patch antenna in a
modification of FIGS. 14A to 14C;

FIG. 16A is a plan view showing a simulation model of the
patch antenna in the second embodiment;

FIG. 16B illustrates the radiation pattern of the patch
antenna shown in FIG. 16A;

FIG.17A is a plan view of a patch antenna in a comparative
example;

FIG. 17B is a perspective view of the patch antenna shown
in FIG. 17A,

FIG. 18A is a plan view showing a simulation model of the
patch antenna in the comparative example;

FIG. 18B illustrates the radiation pattern of the patch
antenna shown in FIG. 18A;

FIG.19A is aplan view of a patch antenna in a modification
of the second embodiment;

FIG. 19B is a perspective view of the patch antenna shown
in FIG. 19A,

FIG. 20A is a plan view of a patch antenna in a third
embodiment;

FIG. 20B is a side view of the patch antenna shown in FIG.
20A, the patch antenna being viewed from the direction of
VIII,

FIG. 20C is a perspective view of the patch antenna shown
in FIG. 20A,

FIG.21A is aside view of a patch antenna in a modification
of the third embodiment;

FIG. 21B is a perspective view of the patch antenna shown
in FIG. 21A,

FIG. 22A is a side view of a patch antenna in another
modification of the third embodiment;

FIG. 22B is a perspective view of the patch antenna shown
in FIG. 22A,

FIG. 23A is a plan view of a wristwatch in a modification;

FIG. 23B is a side view of the wristwatch in the modifica-
tion;
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FIG. 24A is a perspective view of an example of a patch
antenna to be mounted in the wristwatch shown in FIGS. 23A
and 23B; and

FIG. 24B is a perspective view of another example of a
patch antenna to be mounted in the wristwatch shown in
FIGS. 23A and 23B.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

First Embodiment

A patch antenna and a wireless communications device
(wristwatch) in a first embodiment of the present invention
are described below.

FIG. 1A is a plan view of a wristwatch 100; and FIG. 1B is
a side view of the wristwatch 100, with a part of the wrist-
watch 100 cut out.

The wristwatch 100 includes a main body case 101 and
bands 102a and 1025. Band attaching portions 101¢ and 1015
are attached to the main body case 101 so that the portions
101a and 1015 are at the positions corresponding to the 6
o’clock position and the 12 o’clock position, respectively, of
the analog watch. The bands 102a¢ and 1025 are attached to
the band attaching portions 101a and 1015, respectively.

The main body case 101 and the band attaching portions
101a and 1015 are formed in one united body with resin.

The main body case 101 includes a built-in communication
module.

The communication module receives a circular polarized
wave of the GPS, for example.

The band attaching portions 101a and 1015 of the wrist-
watch 100 each have the shape of an isosceles trapezoid when
viewed from above. More specifically, the widths of the band
attaching portions 101a and 1015 decrease in the direction
from the main body case 101 toward the bands 102a and
1024, respectively.

Further, the bottom surfaces of the band attaching portions
1014 and 1015 are flush with the bottom surface of the main
body case 101. The thicknesses (i.e., the heights of the top
surfaces) of the band attaching portions 101a and 1016
increase in the direction from the bands 102a and 1025,
respectively, toward the main body case 101.

The top surfaces of the band attaching portions 101a and
1015 are inclined planes which are inclined upward in the
direction from the bands 1024 and 1025, respectively, toward
the main body case 101.

The band attaching portion 101a which is at the 6 o’clock
position (i.e., 6 o’clock position of the analog watch) of the
two portions 101a and 1015 serves as an antenna case. A
patch antenna 110 is encased within the band attaching por-
tion 101a.

The expression “a patch antenna 110 is encased within the
band attaching portion 101a” means a state where the patch
antenna 110 is fitted (contained) in the band attaching portion
101a without protruding therefrom.

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of the patch antenna 110; and
FIG. 3 is a side view of the mounted patch antenna 110 shown
in FIG. 2.

The patch antenna 110 includes a dielectric body 111 hav-
ing the shape of a square when viewed from above.

Further, the thickness (i.e., the height of the top surface) of
the patch antenna 110 increases from its one end toward the
other end when viewed from the side.

That is, the top surface of the patch antenna 110 is an
inclined plane which is inclined upward from the one end
toward the other end.
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The patch antenna 110 includes the dielectric body 111, a
radiation element 112 disposed on the top surface of the
dielectric body 111, and an earth conductor 113 disposed on
the bottom surface of the dielectric body 111.

The dielectric body 111 is made of ceramic, for example.

Further, the thickness (i.e., the height of the top surface) of
the dielectric body 111 increases from its one end (first end)
toward the other end (second end) when viewed from the side.

That is, the top surface of the dielectric body 111 is an
inclined plane 111a which is inclined upward from the one
end toward the other end.

When viewed from the direction perpendicular to the
inclined plane 111a, the inclined plane 111 appears to have
the shape of a rectangle.

When viewed from the direction perpendicular to the
inclined plane 1114 of the dielectric body 111, the radiation
element 112 appears to have the shape of a square with a pair
of diagonally-opposed corners thereof cut off.

The radiation element 112 is made of beaten silver, a metal
plate or a metal film having a predetermined thickness, for
example.

The radiation element 112 is formed on the top surface of
the inclined plane 111a of the dielectric body 111 so as to
have a uniform thickness.

The main four sides of the radiation element 112 are
opposed to the four sides of the inclined plane 111a of the
dielectric body 111, respectively, on a one-to-one basis so that
the opposed sides in each pair are parallel to each other.

The earth conductor 113 is larger in size than the dielectric
body 111 when viewed from above.

The earth conductor 113 is made of beaten silver, a metal
plate or a metal film having a predetermined thickness, for
example. In this embodiment, the earth conductor 113 is
made of a metal plate.

The earth conductor 113 may be provided only on the
bottom surface of the dielectric body 111. In this case, the
earth conductor 113 is provided on the whole of the bottom
surface of the dielectric body 111 except for the place where
a coaxial cable 120 is disposed.

Another earth conductor may be further provided under the
earth conductor 113, and the earth conductor 113 may be
grounded through the other earth conductor.

The coaxial cable 120 as a feed member is disposed so as to
penetrate through the earth conductor 113 and the dielectric
body 111.

The core (inner conductor) 121 of the coaxial cable 120 is
electrically connected to the radiation element 112 with sol-
der (not shown).

The position (feed position) where the core 121 is con-
nected to the radiation element 112 is the position which
achieves impedance matching and which allows electrical
currents perpendicular to each other having a phase difter-
ence of 90 degrees to flow on the radiation element 112 to
receive a circular polarized wave.

The feed position is indicated by sign 120a.

The outer conductor 122 of the coaxial cable 120 is elec-
trically connected to the earth conductor 113 with solder (not
shown).

Here, a one-point feeding method is employed using the
radiation element 112 having the shape of a square with a pair
of'diagonally-opposed corners thereof cut off. Alternatively, a
one-point feeding method using a rectangular-shaped radia-
tion element 112 may be employed. Further alternatively, a
two-point feeding method may be employed using a rectan-
gular- or square-shaped radiation element 112 with hybrid
lines.
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6

The point is the patch antenna 110 is designed to receive a
circular polarized wave.

Further, the radiation element 112 may be fed with a feed
pin as a feed member, instead of the coaxial cable 120.

The patch antenna 110 having the above-described struc-
ture is mounted in the band attaching portion 101a so that the
direction of increase in thickness (i.e., the height of the top
surface) of the patch antenna 110 coincides with the direction
of increase in thickness (i.e., the height of the top surface) of
the band attaching portion 101a and so that the patch antenna
110 is encased within the band attaching portion 101a, as
shown in FIG. 1B.

The portion, above the patch antenna 110, of the band
attaching portion 101a is preferably covered with radio-wave
permeable resin to protect the patch antenna 110.

The wristwatch 100 having the structure as described
above has the following effects.

Since the patch antenna 110 is encased within the band
attaching portion 101a of the wristwatch 100, the patch
antenna 110 does not protrude from the top surface of the
band attaching portion 101a. This means the patch antenna
110 does not compromise the design of the wristwatch 100.

Further, since the direction of increase in height of the top
surface of the patch antenna 110 coincides with the direction
of'increase in height of the top surface of the band attaching
portion 101a, the space within the band attaching portion
101a can be effectively used.

Such a structure also improves sensitivity characteristics
(antenna gain) because the patch antenna in the wristwatch
100 can have a larger volume than a conventional patch
antenna which has a constant height of its top surface and is
encased within an antenna case.

Further, since the space between the top surface of the band
attaching portion 101¢ and the top surface of the patch
antenna 110 is small, the design of the wristwatch 100 is not
compromised when the patch antenna 110 is visible exter-
nally.

In order to ascertain the enhancement of sensitivity char-
acteristics (antenna gain), performance evaluation of a GPS
receiving antenna was made through a field simulation.

FIG. 4 illustrates a simulation model of a conventional
patch antenna 610.

The simulation model of the patch antenna 610 has the
shape of a quadrangular prism.

The dielectric body 611 of the simulation model of the
patch antenna 610 has a constant thickness (6H) of 2 mm, a
depth (6D) of 12 mm and a width (6W) of 12 mm. The
radiation element 612 has a depth of 10 mm and a width of 10
mm.

The radiation element 612 has the shape of a square with a
pair of diagonally-opposed corners thereof cut off. The radia-
tion element 612 is formed on the top surface of the dielectric
body 611, and the main four sides of the radiation element
612 are opposed to the four sides of the dielectric body 611,
respectively, on a one-to-one basis so that the opposed sides in
each pair are parallel to each other.

Since a patch antenna having this size normally has a
relative permittivity of about 90-95, the relative permittivity
is set to 93 here and the frequency is set to 1.575 GHz.

In FIG. 4, sign 613 indicates an earth conductor equivalent
to the earth conductor 113, and sign 620« indicates a feed
position.

FIG. 5 illustrates the radiation pattern of the simulation
model of the patch antenna 610 for a right handed polarized
wave.

With the simulation model of the patch antenna 610, the
antenna gain in the direction perpendicular to the GND sur-
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face (i.e., the direction perpendicular to the top surface of the
earth conductor 613 or zenith direction) was -5.7 dBic.

In contrast, a performance evaluation through a simulation
was made using the patch antenna 110 shown in FIG. 2 as a
simulation model in the present embodiment.

The dielectric body 111 of the simulation model of the
patch antenna 110 has a thickness of 2 mm at the thinnest
portion (1Hf) and 4 mm at the thickest portion (1Hb) thereof,
with the top surface of the dielectric body 111 being con-
stantly-inclined. The dielectric body 111 has a depth (1D) of
12 mm and a width (1W) of 12 mm. The depth of the radiation
element 112 along the inclined plane 1114 is 10 mm, and the
width of the radiation element 112 is 10 mm.

The relative permittivity is set to 76 and the frequency is set
to 1.575 GHz.

FIG. 6 illustrates the radiation pattern of the simulation
model of the patch antenna 110 for a right handed polarized
wave.

With the simulation model of the patch antenna 110, the
antenna gain in the direction perpendicular to the GND sur-
face (i.e., the direction perpendicular to the top surface of the
earth conductor 113 or zenith direction) was -3.9 dBic.

That is, the simulation model of the patch antenna 110
produced 1.8 dB gain increase in comparison with the simu-
lation model of the conventional patch antenna 610.

The advantageous effects have been described obtained in
the case where the patch antenna 110 has an inclined top
surface and the dielectric body 111 has the same plane area as
the dielectric body of the conventional patch antenna 610.

From another point of view, the following advantageous
effects can be obtained. That is, when the patch antenna 110
has an inclined top surface and a radiation plane (i.e., the
plane, on which the radiation element is formed, of the dielec-
tric body) has an area equal to that of the conventional patch
antenna 610, the length of each side of the dielectric body 111
can be shorter, leading to downsizing of the dielectric body
111.

For example, when the conventional patch antenna 610
having the shape of a square prism includes the dielectric
body 611 whose radiation plane has a depth of 12 mm and a
width of 12 mm, the dielectric body 611 projected on the
GND surface has a depth of 12 mm and a width of 12 mm.

In contrast, when the patch antenna 110 has a radiation
plane whose area is equal to that of the conventional patch
antenna 610, the radiation plane of the dielectric body 111
projected on the GND surface has a smaller size than that of
the conventional patch antenna 610 because the top surface
(radiation plane) of the dielectric body 111 is an inclined
plane. More specifically, the radiation plane of the dielectric
body 111 projected on the GND surface has the shape of a
rectangle with a depth of 11.8 mm and a width of 12 mm.

That is, the patch antenna 110 whose top surface is inclined
has a depth 0.2 mm smaller than that of the conventional patch
antenna 610 when the radiation planes of both antennas 110
and 610 have the same area.

(First Modification)

FIG. 7 illustrates a patch antenna 210 in a first modifica-
tion.

The patch antenna 210 includes a dielectric body 211
whose top surface forms an inclined plane 211a which is
inclined upward from one end (first end) toward the other end
(second end) of the dielectric body 211.

The dielectric body 211 has a width larger than its depth.
When viewed from the direction perpendicular to the top
surface of a radiation element 212, the radiation element 212
appears to have the shape of a rectangle with a pair of diago-
nally-opposed corners thereof cut off.
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In FIG. 7, sign 220q indicates a feed position.

The patch antenna 210 having such a structure is advanta-
geous when a space for the patch antenna 210 in an antenna
case can be expanded in the direction perpendicular to the
direction of inclination of its top surface.

The band attaching portion 101« of FIG. 1, for example,
includes a vacant space extending in the direction perpen-
dicular to the direction of inclination of its top surface.

In such a case, using the patch antenna 210 having a larger
volume leads to enhancement of sensitivity characteristics
(antenna gain).

Even when the volume of antenna is the same, antenna gain
can also be enhanced by making the area of the radiation
element 212 larger.

In order to ascertain the enhancement of its antenna gain,
performance evaluation was made through a field simulation
using the patch antenna 210 shown in FIG. 7 as a simulation
model.

The dielectric body 211 of the simulation model of the
patch antenna 210 has a thickness of 2 mm at the thinnest
portion and 4 mm at the thickest portion thereof.

The dielectric body 211 has a depth (2D) of 12 mm and a
width 2W) of 18 mm.

The radiation element 212 substantially has the shape of'a
rectangle. The depth (2Y) along the inclined plane of the
radiation element 212 is 11 mm, and the width (2X) thereof'is
10 mm.

Compared with the dielectric body 611 of the conventional
patch antenna 610, the dielectric body 211 has the same
vertical size and 6 mm larger in horizontal size.

The depth and width of the radiation element 212 are the
dimensions along the inclined plane 211a.

Next, detailed descriptions are given for the radiation ele-
ment 212 having a larger area.

When an antenna includes a dielectric body, the length MO
of'a side of the radiation element corresponding to an antenna
resonant frequency is expressed by the relational expression
of MOZC/(2><ﬂ)><\ﬁ(IEe)), where 10 is the resonant frequency,
€e is the effective permittivity of the dielectric body, and c is
the velocity of light.

Therefore, to make the area of the radiation element larger,
the length of a side of the radiation element should satisfy the
mode condition for the resonant frequency and the radiation
element should not protrude from the inclined plane of the
dielectric body.

Since the dielectric body 211 has a width larger than its
depth, the effective permittivity of the dielectric body 211 for
the radiation element 212 is larger in the width direction than
in the depth direction, and the radiation element is shorter in
width than in depth.

The antenna dielectric body of the patch antenna 210 has a
relative permittivity (€a) smaller than that of the conven-
tional patch antenna 610 so that the radiation element 212
does not protrude from the inclined plane 211a.

Specifically, the relative permittivity (€a) of the antenna
dielectric body is set to 76.

FIG. 8 illustrates the radiation pattern of the simulation
model of the patch antenna 210 for a right handed polarized
wave.

With the simulation model of the patch antenna 210, the
antenna gain is the maximum in the zenith direction relative
to the GND surface as in the simulation model of the conven-
tional patch antenna 610 although the radiation element 212
inclines relative to the GND surface.

In this case, the antenna gain in the zenith direction of the
simulation model of the patch antenna 210 was -2.7 Bic. That
is, the simulation model of the patch antenna 210 produced
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3.0 dB gain increase in comparison with the simulation model
of'the conventional patch antenna 610 having a thickness of 2
mm.

(Second Modification)

FIG. 9 illustrates a patch antenna 310 in a second modifi-
cation.

The patch antenna 310 includes a dielectric body 311
whose width increases as the thickness decreases and which
has the shape of an isosceles trapezoid when viewed from
above. Such a shape of the dielectric body 311 has been
designed in view of the fact that the effective permittivity of a
dielectric body differs depending on its thickness.

The dielectric body 311 has a depth (3D) of 12 mm, a width
(3W1) of 18 mm at the near side, and a width 3Wb) of 12 mm
at the back side.

Further, aradiation element 312 substantially has the shape
of'a rectangle whose depth (3Y) along the inclined plane is 11
mm and width (3X) is 10 mm.

The depth and width of the radiation element 312 are the
dimensions along the inclined plane.

InFIG. 9, the radiation element 312 and an earth conductor
313 are equivalent to the radiation element 112 and the earth
conductor 113, respectively, of the patch antenna 110.

In FIG. 9, sign 3204 indicates a feed position.

The dimensions of the dielectric body 311 are finely
adjusted so that a thinner portion and a thicker portion of the
dielectric body 311 have substantially the same effective per-
mittivity. This makes the wavelength shortening effects of the
thinner and thicker portions substantially the same.

(Third Modification)

FIG. 10 illustrates a patch antenna 410 in a third modifica-
tion.

While the patch antenna 310 in the second modification
includes the dielectric body 311 having the shape of an isos-
celes trapezoid when viewed from above, the patch antenna
410 in the third modification includes a dielectric body 411
having the shape of a non-isosceles trapezoid with a pair of
parallel sides. More specifically, one side of the dielectric
body 411 is perpendicular to the pair of parallel sides of the
dielectric body 411. Further, a radiation element 412 has the
shape of a rectangle whose short sides are parallel to the pair
of parallel sides, respectively, of the dielectric body 411.

The dielectric body 411 has a depth (4D) of 12 mm, a width
(4Wf1) of 18 mm at the near side, and a width (4Wb) of 12 mm
at the back side.

Further, the radiation element 412 substantially has the
shape of a rectangle whose depth (4Y) along the inclined
plane is 11 mm and width (4X) is 10 mm.

The depth and width of the radiation element 412 are the
dimensions along the inclined plane.

In FIG. 10, an earth conductor 413 is equivalent to the earth
conductor 113 of the patch antenna 110.

In FIG. 10, sign 420q indicates a feed position.

The dimensions of the dielectric body 411 are finely
adjusted so that a thinner portion and a thicker portion of the
dielectric body 411 have substantially the same effective per-
mittivity. This makes the wavelength shortening effects of the
thinner and thicker portions of the dielectric body 411 sub-
stantially the same, as in the patch antenna 310.

(Fourth Modification)

FIG. 11 illustrates a patch antenna 510 in a fourth modifi-
cation.

The patch antenna 510 includes a dielectric body 511
whose top surface forms an inclined plane 511a which is
inclined upward from one end (first end) toward the other end
(second end) of the dielectric body 511.

The dielectric body 511 has a width larger than its depth.
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Further, a slit 514 is provided at each of a pair of sides of a
radiation element 512, the sides extending in the depth direc-
tion of the radiation element 512 and being opposed to each
other. This allows the radiation element 512 to have the shape
corresponding to a square when viewed from the direction
perpendicular to the top surface of a radiation element 512.

The dielectric body 511 has a depth (5D) of 12 mm and a
width (5W) of 18 mm.

The radiation element 512 substantially has the shape of a
square whose depth (5Y) and width (5X) along the inclined
plane are each 11 mm.

The depth and width of the radiation element 512 are the
dimensions along the inclined plane.

In FIG. 11, sign 520aq indicates a feed position.

The expression of “the radiation element 512 has the shape
corresponding to a square” includes the case where the radia-
tion element 512 has the shape of a perfect square and the case
where the main four sides of the radiation element 512 lie
along the respective sides of a square as in the fourth modi-
fication.

The patch antenna 510 having such a structure is advanta-
geous when a space for the patch antenna 510 in an antenna
case can be expanded in the direction perpendicular to the
direction of inclination of its top surface.

Further, the substantially square-shaped radiation element
512 allows electrical currents perpendicular to each other
having a phase difference of exactly 90 degrees to flow on the
radiation element 512 to receive a circular polarized wave.

Even when the volume of antenna is the same, antenna gain
can also be enhanced by making the area of the radiation
element 512 larger.

In the above, various embodiments and their modifications
of the present invention have been described. The present
invention, however, is not limited to those embodiments and
modifications but may be modified in various ways.

For example, according to the first to third modifications of
the first embodiment, the radiation elements 212, 312 and 412
each have the shape of a rectangle with a pair of diagonally-
opposed corners thereof cut off. Alternatively, each of the
radiation elements 212, 312 and 412 may have the shape of a
square with a pair of diagonally-opposed corners thereof cut
off.

Further, the radiation element 512 of the fourth modifica-
tion may be the one with no corners cut off.

In order to realize a patch antenna for a circular polarized
wave, however, a feeding method and/or a feed position needs
to be changed as appropriate.

Second Embodiment

A patch antenna and a wireless communications device
(wristwatch) in a second embodiment of the present invention
are described below with reference to FIGS. 13A-18B.

FIG. 13A is a plan view of the wireless communications
device (wristwatch) in the second embodiment; and FIG. 13B
is its side view.

The internal structure which is not visible externally is
indicated by a broken line.

The wristwatch 700 includes a main body case 701 and
bands 702a and 7025. Band attaching portions 701a and 7015
are attached to the main body case 701 so that the portions
701a and 7015 are at the positions corresponding to the 6
o’clock position and the 12 o’clock position, respectively, of
the analog watch. The bands 702a and 7025 are attached to
the band attaching portions 701a and 70154, respectively. The
main body case 701 and the band attaching portions 701a and
7015 are formed in one united body with resin.
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The main body case 701 includes a built-in communication
module (not shown), for example.

The communication module receives a circular polarized
wave of the GPS, for example.

As shown in FIG. 13A, the band attaching portions 701a
and 7015 of the wristwatch 700 each have the shape of an
isosceles trapezoid when viewed from above. More specifi-
cally, the widths of the band attaching portions 701a and 7015
decrease in the direction from the main body case 701 toward
the bands 702a and 7025, respectively.

Further, as shown in FIG. 13B, the bottom surfaces of the
band attaching portions 701a and 7015 are substantially flush
with the bottom surface of the main body case 701. The
thicknesses (i.e., the heights of the top surfaces) of the band
attaching portions 701a and 7015 increase in the direction
from the bands 702a and 7025, respectively, toward the main
body case 701.

That is, the top surfaces of the band attaching portions 701a
and 7015 form inclined planes which are inclined upward in
the direction from the bands 702a¢ and 7024, respectively,
toward the main body case 701; and the band attaching por-
tions 701a and 7015 each have the shape of a trapezoid when
viewed from the side.

A containing portion 705 to contain a patch antenna 710 is
provided in the space in the band attaching portion 701a and
a part of the main body case 701 adjacent to the band attach-
ing portion 701a (i.e., the end portion of the main body case
701 on the side of the band attaching portion 701a). The patch
antenna 710 is encased within the containing portion 705.

As shown in FIG. 13 A, the containing portion 705 has the
shape of an isosceles trapezoid, when viewed from above,
along the shape of the space in the band attaching portion
701a and the end portion of the main body case 701 adjacent
to the band attaching portion 701a in the present embodiment.

The height (thickness) of the containing portion 705 is
adjusted to coincide with the smallest height (thickness)
among the heights (thicknesses) of band attaching portion
701a and the end portion of the main body case 701.

In the present embodiment, the end of the band attaching
portion 701a adjacent to the band 702a has the smallest height
(thickness). Accordingly, the containing portion 705 is
designed to have a height (thickness) a little smaller than the
height (thickness) of the end of the band attaching portion
701a.

FIG. 14A is a plan view of a patch antenna in the present
embodiment; FIG. 14B is a cross-sectional view of the patch
antenna along the line II-1I of FIG. 14A; and FIG. 14C is a
perspective view of the patch antenna shown in FIG. 14A.

As shown in FIG. 13 A, the patch antenna 710 has the shape
of an isosceles trapezoid along the shape of the containing
portion 705 when viewed from above.

Further, the patch antenna 710 has the shape of a rectangle
along the shape of the containing portion 705 when viewed
from the side.

As shown in FIGS. 14A-14C, the patch antenna 710
includes a dielectric body 711, a radiation element 712 dis-
posed on the top surface of the dielectric body 711, and an
earth conductor 713 disposed on the bottom surface of the
dielectric body 711.

The plane, on which the radiation element 712 is formed
(i.e., the upper surface of the dielectric body 711 in FIG. 14B),
of the patch antenna 710 is referred to as a radiation plane.

The dielectric body 711 has the shape of a tetragon when
viewed from above. Specifically, the dielectric body 711 has
rectangular-shaped lateral faces parallel to each other at its
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one end (first end) and the other end (second end), the cross-
sectional area of the dielectric body 711 increasing from its
one end toward the other end.

More specifically, the dielectric body 711 has two sides
7Wt and 7Wb parallel to each other; and the dielectric body
711 increases in width from one side 7W{ toward the other
side 7Wb (i.e., in the direction of the bold arrow), as shown in
FIG. 14A. The width of the dielectric body 711 means the
dimension of the dielectric body 711 in the direction parallel
to the sides 7Wf and 7Wb. In other words, the dielectric body
711 has the shape of a trapezoid (isosceles trapezoid in the
present embodiment) when viewed from above. That is, the
area of the longitudinal section increases from the side 7WT
toward the side 7Wb.

In the present embodiment, the height (thickness) of the
dielectric body 711 is constant.

The dielectric body 711 includes a plurality of dielectric
body units 711fand 7115 bonded to each other, the units 7111
and 7115 having relative permittivities different from each
other. In the present embodiment, the dielectric body unit
7115 forms a first part of the dielectric body 711 with a larger
cross-sectional area, and the dielectric body unit 711fforms a
second part of the dielectric body 711 with a smaller cross-
sectional area. Hereinafter, the first and second parts are
referred to as larger and smaller cross section parts, respec-
tively.

The dielectric body 711 is made of ceramic, for example.
The dielectric body units 711f'and 7115 are made of ceramic
with different compositions, and thus, have different relative
permittivities.

The effective permittivity of the dielectric body 711 is
adjusted by making the relative permittivities of the dielectric
body units 7115 and 711f different from each other. Specifi-
cally, the dielectric body unit 7115 forming the larger cross
section part has a relative permittivity smaller than that of the
dielectric body unit 711f forming the smaller cross section
part.

The relative permittivity is the ratio of the permittivity of a
medium (i.e., ceramic in the present embodiment) to the
permittivity of a vacuum, namely, the permittivity of a
medium where the permittivity of air is 1. The volume of the
dielectric body 711 is ignored, and the permittivity of the
dielectric body 711 is determined depending on its material.

When the dielectric body 711 is made of ceramic, the
relative permittivity of the dielectric body 711 is determined
depending on the content of dielectric material contained in
the ceramic.

The effective permittivity (effective permittivity €) means
a permittivity when the edge effect (peripheral electric field
including air) of the dielectric body 711 is taken into consid-
eration. When using the dielectric body 711 having the same
relative permittivity, the effective permittivity decreases as
the volume of the dielectric body 711 around the radiation
element 712 decreases.

The radiation element 712 substantially has the shape of'a
rectangle when viewed from above. Specifically, the length
L1 of the side 7X{f on one end and length [.2 of the side 7Xb
on the other end which correspond to the two parallel sides
7TWTt and 7Whb, respectively, of the dielectric body 711 are
substantially the same.

The shape of the radiation element 712, however, is not
limited to a rectangle when viewed from above.

For example, as shown in FIG. 15, a radiation element 812
may have the shape of an isosceles trapezoid when viewed
from above, with the length [.2 of the side 8Xb being a little
longer than the length L1 of the side 8Xf (i.e., L2=L1+AL1
holds in FIG. 15).
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The radiation element 712 (or 812) is made of beaten silver,
a metal plate or a metal film having a predetermined thick-
ness, for example.

The radiation element 712 is formed on the surface (i.e.,
top surface or radiation plane) of the dielectric body 711 so as
to have a uniform thickness.

The radiation element 712 is disposed substantially in the
center of the dielectric body 711 in the width direction (i.e.,
horizontal direction in FIG. 14A). Further, at least the two
parallel sides 7Xf and 7Xb are opposed to the two parallel
sides 7WT and 7Wb, respectively, on a one-to-one basis so
that the opposed sides in each pair are parallel to each other.

When the radiation element 812 has the shape of an isos-
celes trapezoid as shown in FIG. 15, the radiation element 812
may be formed on the surface (i.e., top surface or radiation
plane) of the dielectric body 811 so that all of the four sides of
the radiation element 812 are opposed to the respective four
sides of the dielectric body 811, and so that the opposed sides
in each pair are parallel to each other.

The length of each side of the radiation element 712 is
adjusted on the basis of the frequency of the radio wave to be
received by the patch antenna 710 and the effective permit-
tivity € of the dielectric body 711.

If the dielectric body 711 were not provided, the length of
a side or diameter of the radiation element 712 needs to be %4
of the wavelength A of the radio wave to be received.

When the radio wave passes through the dielectric body
711, however, its wavelength A is shortened by 1/E.

Thus, the wavelength A is made shorter as the dielectric
body 711 has a higher effective permittivity €. Accordingly,
when the radiation element 712 is disposed on the surface of
the dielectric body 711, the length of a side of the radiation
element 712 can be longer at a part of the dielectric body 711
with a smaller effective permittivity € and can be shorter at a
part of the dielectric body 711 with a larger effective permit-
tivity €.

The antenna gain of the patch antenna 710 is enhanced
more as the radiation element 712 occupies a larger area of the
radiation plane.

Therefore, in terms of an antenna gain, the space of the
radiation plane except for the radiation element 712 (i.e., the
space where the radiation element 712 is not formed) is pref-
erably as small as possible in the case of the dielectric body
711 having the shape of an isosceles trapezoid when viewed
from above.

As described above, the length of a side of the radiation
element 712 corresponds to %2 of the wavelength A with the
wavelength shortening effect according to the effective per-
mittivity € of the dielectric body 711 taken into consider-
ation.

That is, in the patch antenna 710 having circular polarized
wave characteristics, the wavelength A for the frequency to be
received is expressed by A/2=L1/(1A (El))zL2/(l/\/¥E2)),
where L1 and L2 are the lengths of the sides 7Xf and 7Xb,
respectively, of the radiation element 712; and €1 and €2 are
the effective permittivities of the dielectric body 711 at the
sides 7Xfand 7Xb, respectively, of the radiation element 712.
The effective permittivities €1 and €2 are defined by the
volume of dielectric body 711 around the electric field.

In the present embodiment as show in FIGS. 14A-14C, the
dielectric body 711 includes a plurality of dielectric body
units 711f'and 7115 which have relative permittivities differ-
ent from each other. Specifically, the dielectric body unit 7115
forming the larger cross section part has a relative permittivity
smaller than that of the dielectric body unit 711fforming the
smaller cross section part.
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Accordingly, when the effective permittivity €2 of the
dielectric body unit 7115 is adjusted to be substantially the
same as the effective permittivity €1 of the dielectric body
unit 711/, namely, when €1~2 holds where the length W1 of
the side 7WT and the length W2 of the other side 7Wb of the
dielectric body 711 satisfy the relationship of W1<W2, the
relationship of L1=A/2x(1A/(€1))=L2=N2x(1/V(€2)) holds.
That is, the shape of the radiation element 712 may be a
rectangle when viewed from above, with the two parallel
sides 7Xf and 7Xb of the dielectric body 711 having substan-
tially the same length.

Further, when the effective permittivity €2 of the dielectric
body unit 7115 is adjusted to be smaller than the effective
permittivity €1 ofthe dielectric body unit 711f; namely, when
€1>E2 holds where the length W1 of the side 7W{ and the
length W2 of the other side 7Wb satisty the relationship of
W1<W2, the relationship of L1=A/2x(1A/(€1))<L2=A/2x(1/
V(€2)) holds. Accordingly, as shown in FIG. 15, the shape of
the radiation element 812 may be a trapezoid when viewed
from above, with the length 1.2 of the side 8Xb larger than the
length L1 of the side 8X{, which results in minimizing the
area of blank space on the radiation plane.

In contrast, FIGS. 17A and 17B illustrate a comparative
example. In this comparative example, a dielectric body 911
has the shape of a trapezoid when viewed from above, with
the length W1 of one of the two parallel sides (i.e., the side
9WT in FIG. 17A) being smaller than the length W2 of the
other of the two parallel sides (i.e., the side 9Wb in FIG. 17A).
Further, in the comparative example, the entire dielectric
body 911 is constituted of a single medium having a single
relative permittivity.

Since the effective permittivity € is larger as the volume of
the dielectric body around the electric field is larger, the
effective permittivity € at the longer side 9Wb is larger than
that at the shorter side 9WT in this dielectric body.

For this reason, the length 1.2 of the side 9Xb of the radia-
tion element 912 disposed near the longer side 9Wb of the
dielectric body 911 (i.e., disposed on the larger cross section
part) is shorter than the length [.1 of the 9Xf of the radiation
element 912 disposed near the shorter side 9Wf of the dielec-
tric body 911 (i.e., disposed on the smaller cross section part)
(L1>L2).

In this case, as shown in FIGS. 17A and 17B, the shape of
the radiation element 912 is an inverted trapezoid when
viewed from above relative to the shape of the dielectric body
911. Therefore, the radiation element 912 occupies only a
smaller area of the radiation plane, which makes a blank area
on the radiation plane larger.

The earth conductor 713 is larger in size than the dielectric
body 711 when viewed from above.

The earth conductor 713 is made of beaten silver, a metal
plate or a metal film having a predetermined thickness, for
example. In this embodiment, the earth conductor 713 is
made of a metal plate.

The earth conductor 713 does not necessarily need to be
larger in size than the dielectric body 711 when viewed from
above. Alternatively, the earth conductor 713 may be pro-
vided only on the bottom surface ofthe dielectric body 711. In
this case, the earth conductor 713 is provided on the whole of
the bottom surface of the dielectric body 711 except for the
place where a coaxial cable 720 is disposed.

Another earth conductor may be further provided under the
earth conductor 713, and the earth conductor 713 may be
grounded through the other earth conductor.

The coaxial cable 720 as a feed member is disposed so as to
penetrate through the earth conductor 713 and the dielectric
body 711.
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The core (inner conductor) 721 of the coaxial cable 720 is
electrically connected to the radiation element 712 with sol-
der (not shown).

The position (feed position) where the core 721 is con-
nected to the radiation element 712 is the position having
circular polarized wave characteristics, namely, the position
which achieves impedance matching.

The feed position is not limited to the example shown in the
drawing.

The outer conductor 722 of the coaxial cable 720 is elec-
trically connected to the earth conductor 713 with solder (not
shown).

While a one-point feeding method is employed in the
present embodiment, a two-point feeding method may be
employed, instead.

Further, the radiation element 712 may be fed with a feed
pin as a feed member, instead of the coaxial cable 720.

The patch antenna 710 having the above-described struc-
ture is contained in the containing portion 705 along the shape
of'the containing portion 705 which is provided from the band
attaching portion 701a to a part of the main body case 701.

The portion, above the patch antenna 710, of the band
attaching portion 701a and the part of the main body case 701
is preferably covered with radio-wave permeable resin to
protect the patch antenna 710.

According to the patch antenna 710 in the present embodi-
ment, the radiation element 712 is fed at the position of the
radiation element 712 having circular polarized wave char-
acteristics, and thus can be used for an antenna for receiving
a circular polarized wave such as a radio wave from GPS
satellites. The wristwatch 700 including the patch antenna
710 is equipped with the function of GPS.

Further, the patch antenna 710 allows the radiation element
712 to occupy a larger area of the radiation plane than the
patch antenna in the comparative example, which results in
excellent antenna gain characteristics.

Next, the results of performance evaluations of the patch
antenna 710 in the present embodiment and the patch antenna
910 in the comparative example as GPS receiving antennas
are shown with reference to FIGS. 16A, 16B, 18A and 18B.
The performance evaluations were made by field simulations
in order to ascertain the enhancement of antenna gain char-
acteristics of the patch antenna 710.

The following is the results of the simulations where direc-
tional characteristics (radiation pattern) are obtained when a
frequency is 1.575 GHz.

FIG. 16A is a plan view of the patch antenna 710 in the
present embodiment used in the simulation; and FIG. 18A is
a plan view of the patch antenna 910 in the comparative
example used in the simulation.

In FIGS. 16 A and 18A, the patch antennas are each shown
with a scale as a reference.

As shown in FIG. 16 A, the patch antenna 710 includes the
dielectric body 711 having the shape of a trapezoid with the
lengths of the sides 7W{f and 7Wb satisfying TWf<7Wh.

The smaller cross section part of the dielectric body 711
including the short side 7Wf is constituted of the dielectric
body unit 711f'with a relative permittivity €1 of 80; and the
larger cross section part of the dielectric body 711 including
the long side 7Wb is constituted of the dielectric body unit
7115 with a relative permittivity €2 of 76.

Accordingly, the effective permittivities €1 and €2 in the
dielectric body 711 are substantially the same. The radiation
element 712 disposed on the surface of the dielectric body
711 has the shape of a rectangle where the length [.2 of the
side 7Xb positioned near the side 7Wb of the dielectric body
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711 is the same as the length [.1 of the side 7X{f positioned
near the side 7WT of the dielectric body 711.

In contrast, as shown in FIG. 18A, the patch antenna 910 in
the comparative example used in the simulation includes the
dielectric body 911 which has the shape of a trapezoid with
the lengths of the sides 9WT and 9Wb satistying 9IWI<OWb
and which is constituted of a single medium having a relative
permittivity € of 80.

The larger cross section part of the dielectric body 911
including the side 9Wb has an effective permittivity €2 larger
than the effective permittivity €1 of the smaller cross section
part of the dielectric body 911 including the side 9WT.

The radiation element 912 disposed on the surface of the
dielectric body 911 has the shape of a rectangle where the side
9Xf positioned near the side 9WT of the dielectric body 911
has the same length as the side 9Xb positioned near the side
9WD of the dielectric body 911.

FIG. 16B shows simulation results regarding antenna gain
(dBic) for a circular polarized wave (i.e., a right handed
polarized wave here) of the patch antenna 710 in the present
embodiment shown in FIG. 16A.

FIG. 18B shows simulation results regarding antenna gain
(dBic) for a circular polarized wave (i.e., a right handed
polarized wave here) of the patch antenna 910 in the com-
parative example shown in FIG. 18A.

As shown in FIG. 16B, the antenna gain of the patch
antenna 710 for the circular polarized wave (i.e., right handed
polarized wave here) in the zenith direction (0-degree direc-
tion) was —3.8 dBic.

In contrast, as shown in FIG. 18B, the antenna gain of the
conventional patch antenna 910 for the circular polarized
wave (i.e., right handed polarized wave here) in the zenith
direction (0-degree direction) was —4.8 dBic.

Thus, the antenna gain of the patch antenna 710 for the
circular polarized wave in the zenith direction (0-degree
direction) was increased by about 1.0 dB in comparison with
the patch antenna 910 in the comparative example.

As can be seen from the above-described simulation
results, the patch antenna 710 and the wristwatch 700 includ-
ing the patch antenna 710 have the following advantageous
effects.

The dielectric body 711, which increases in cross-sectional
area from one of the two parallel sides thereof toward the
other, includes a plurality of dielectric body units 711f'and
7115 which are bonded to each other and which have relative
permittivities different from each other. Thus, the effective
permittivity € is adjusted in such a way that the larger cross
section part has a relative permittivity smaller than that of the
smaller cross section part. Therefore, the length of each side
of the radiation element 712 can be adjusted in accordance
with the planar shape (i.e., the shape of the radiation plane) of
the dielectric body 711.

Thus, the radiation element 712 can occupy a larger area of
the radiation plane, and the area of the radiation plane can be
utilized to the maximum.

This enhances the antenna gain of the patch antenna 710.

Further, even when the shape of the dielectric body 711 is
not a square prism but a trapezoid prism, for example, the area
of'the radiation plane can be utilized to the maximum, which
achieves excellent antenna gain characteristics. Therefore,
even when the band attaching portion 701a is provided with a
containing portion 705 whose shape is not a square prism but
a special shape as shown in FIGS. 13 A and 13B, for example,
the antenna gain of the patch antenna 710 can be enhanced
maximally by adjusting the effective permittivity €.

The patch antenna 710, therefore, can be disposed in the
band attaching portion 701a with no wasted space. Disposing
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the patch antenna 710 in the band attaching portion 701« is
advantageous because the portion 701« has a relatively large
space for the patch antenna 710 than the main body case 701
where various electronic units are disposed. As a result, the
patch antenna 710 and the wristwatch 700 (wireless commu-
nications device) provide excellent communication perfor-
mance without compromising the appearance and design of
the wristwatch 700.

While the dielectric body 711 in the present embodiment is
constituted of the two dielectric body units 711/ and 7115
having relative permittivities different from each other as
show in FIGS. 14A-14C, the number of the dielectric body
units constituting the dielectric body 711 is not limited to two.

Alternatively, a dielectric body 1011 of a patch antenna
1010 may include three dielectric body units 10117, 1011
and 10115 as shown in FIGS. 19A and 19B, for example. The
dielectric body units 1011/, 1011 and 10115 form the small-
est, intermediate and largest cross section parts, respectively,
of the dielectric body 1011.

In this case, the relative permittivities of the dielectric body
units 1011/, 1011 and 10115 are adjusted so that the small-
est cross section area part including the side 10Wf has the
largest effective permittivity €, and the largest cross section
area part including the side 10Wb has the smallest effective
permittivity €.

That is, the relationship of €1>&2>E3 holds where €1 is
the effective permittivity of the dielectric body unit 1011/
forming the smallest cross section area part including the side
10WT1, €3 is the effective permittivity of the dielectric body
unit 10115 forming the largest cross section area part includ-
ing the side 10Wb, and €2 is the effective permittivity of the
dielectric body unit 1011 disposed between the dielectric
body units 1011f'and 10115.

This allows the length [.1 of the side 10X{ of the radiation
element 1012 which is positioned on the smallest cross sec-
tion area part and the length L2 of the side 10Xb of the
radiation element 1012 which is positioned on the largest
cross section area part to satisfy LL1=[.2 or L1<[.2. Accord-
ingly, the radiation element 1012 can occupy a larger area of
the radiation plane.

The dielectric body 1011 may include four or more dielec-
tric body units in the same manner.

Third Embodiment

Next, a patch antenna and a wireless communications
device (wristwatch) in a third embodiment of the present
invention are described below with reference to FIGS. 20A-
20C. The third embodiment is different from the second
embodiment only in the structure of a patch antenna. Hence,
the description will focus on the difference from the second
embodiment, in particular.

FIGS. 20A-20C are a plan view, a side view and a perspec-
tive view, respectively, of a patch antenna 1110 in the present
embodiment.

As shown in FIGS. 20A-20C, the patch antenna 1110 has
the shape of a rectangle when viewed from above.

The patch antenna 1110 is formed so that the height of its
top surface increases in the direction from a band 702a toward
a main body case 701 when viewed from the side, with the
patch antenna 1110 mounted in the wristwatch.

That is, the top surface of the patch antenna 1110 is an
inclined plane which is inclined upward in the direction from
the band 7024 toward the main body case 701, and the patch
antenna 1110 has the shape of a trapezoid when viewed from
the side.
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In the present embodiment, a dielectric body 1111 has the
shape of a trapezoid when viewed from the side. More spe-
cifically, the thickness of the dielectric body 1111 increases
from the side 11W{ toward the side 11Wb as shown in FIG.
20A, the sides 11W{f and 11Wb being parallel to each other.

The effective permittivity of the dielectric body 1111 is
adjusted by making the relative permittivities of the dielectric
body units 11115 and 1111f different from each other. Spe-
cifically, the dielectric body unit 11116 forming the larger
cross section part of the dielectric body 1111 has a relative
permittivity smaller than that of the dielectric body unit 1111/
forming the smaller cross section part of the dielectric body
1111.

The length of a side of a radiation element 1112 is adjusted
in view of the wavelength shortening effect according to the
effective permittivity of the dielectric body 1111.

In the present embodiment, an earth conductor 1113 has
the same size and shape as the dielectric body 1111 when
viewed from above.

The earth conductor 1113, however, may be larger in size
than the dielectric body 1111 instead.

Since the other structure in the present embodiment is the
same as that in the second embodiment, the same signs are
assigned to the same components and repetitive explanations
are omitted.

When the dielectric body 1111 has the shape of a rectangle
when viewed from above and has the shape of a trapezoid
when viewed from the side, and when the entire dielectric
body 1111 is made of a single material; the larger cross
section (volume) part of the dielectric body 1111 has a larger
wavelength shortening effect according to an effective per-
mittivity € than the smaller cross section (volume) part of the
dielectric body 1111 around the electric field. Accordingly, a
side of the radiation element is shorter at the larger cross
section part than at the smaller cross section part.

In contrast, the dielectric body 1111 in the present embodi-
ment is not uniform in thickness and also not uniform in
relative permittivity. Therefore, the length of a side of the
radiation element 1112 can be adjusted in accordance with
the shape of the radiation plane of the dielectric body 1111 in
view of the wavelength shortening effect due to the effective
permittivity € of the dielectric body 1111. As a result, the
radiation element 1112 can occupy a larger area of the radia-
tion plane of the dielectric body 1111.

As described above, according to the patch antenna 1110 in
the present embodiment and a wristwatch 700 including the
patch antenna 1110, the following advantageous effects can
be obtained in addition to the advantageous effects of the
second embodiment.

In the present embodiment, even when the containing por-
tion provided in a wireless communications device, such as
the wristwatch 700, has the shape of a rectangle when viewed
from above and has the shape of a trapezoid when viewed
from the side, with the thickness of the containing portion
increasing in the direction from the band 7024 toward the
main body case 701, the patch antenna 1110 can be designed
to have the shape corresponding to the shape of the containing
portion.

In this case, too, the radiation element 1112 can occupy a
large area of the radiation plane of the dielectric body 1111,
which enables the antenna to have an excellent antenna gain.

While the dielectric body 1111 in the present embodiment
is constituted of the two dielectric body units 1111fand 11115
having relative permittivities different from each other as
show in FIGS. 20A-20C, the number of the dielectric body
units constituting the dielectric body 1111 is not limited to
two.
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Alternatively, a dielectric body 1211 of a patch antenna
1210 may include three dielectric body units 12117, 1211m
and 12115, for example, as shown in FIGS. 21A and 21B. The
dielectric body units 1211/, 1211 and 12115 form the small-
est, intermediate and largest cross section parts, respectively,
of the dielectric body 1211.

In this case, the relative permittivities of the dielectric body
units 1211/, 1211m and 12115 are adjusted so that the small-
est cross section area part has the largest effective permittivity
€, and the largest cross section area part has the smallest
effective permittivity €.

That is, the relationship of €1>&2>E3 holds where €1 is
the effective permittivity of the dielectric body unit 1211/
forming the smallest cross section area part, &3 is the effec-
tive permittivity of the dielectric body unit 12115 forming the
largest cross section area part, and €2 is the effective permit-
tivity of the dielectric body unit 1211m disposed between the
dielectric body units 1211f'and 12114.

This allows the length [.1 of the side 12X{ of the radiation
element 1212 which is positioned on the smallest cross sec-
tion area part to be substantially the same as the length [.2 of
the side 12Xb of the radiation element 1212 which is posi-
tioned on the largest cross section area part. Accordingly, the
radiation element 1212 can occupy a larger area of the radia-
tion plane.

The dielectric body 1211 may include four or more dielec-
tric body units in the same manner.

Further, in the present embodiment, a plurality of dielectric
body units 1111/ and 11115 having relative permittivities
different from each other are arranged in the direction from
one of the two parallel sides toward the other of the two
parallel sides to constitute the dielectric body 1111. The
structure of the dielectric body, however, is not limited
thereto.

For example, as shown in FIGS. 22A and 22B, a dielectric
body 1311 may include a plurality of dielectric body units
1311f'and 13115 having relative permittivities different from
each other, each of the dielectric body units 1311f'and 13115
having the shape of a triangle or trapezoid when viewed from
the side. The thickness of each of the dielectric body units
1311f'and 13115 varies in the direction from one side toward
the other side of the two parallel sides of the dielectric body
1311. In this case, a thicker part of one of the units 1311fand
13115 lies over a thinner part of the other of the units 1311/
and 13115 to constitute the dielectric body 1311.

When the thickest part of the dielectric body unit 13115
forms a greater height than the thickest part of the dielectric
body unit 1311fas shown in FIGS. 22A and 22B, the effective
permittivity around the electric field of the dielectric body
1311 (i.e., around the sides 13Xf and 13Xb of the radiation
element 1312) can be substantially uniform by forming the
dielectric body unit 13115 of material with a smaller relative
permittivity than the dielectric body unit 1311f

This allows the side 13Xf of the radiation element 1312
positioned on the smaller cross section area part to have
substantially the same length as the side 13Xb of the radiation
element 1312 positioned on the larger cross section area part.
Accordingly, the radiation element 1312 can occupy a larger
area of the radiation plane.

The dielectric body 1311 may include three or more dielec-
tric body units lying on top of one another in the same manner.

The present invention is not limited to the above-described
embodiments but may be modified in various ways.

For example, the dielectric body in the second embodiment
has the shape of a trapezoid when viewed from above. More
specifically, the dielectric body in the second embodiment has
two sides 7Wfand 7Wb parallel to each other; and the dielec-
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tric body 711 increases in width from one side 7W ftoward the
other side 7Whb, as shown in FIG. 14A. The width of the
dielectric body 711 means the dimension of the dielectric
body 711 in the direction parallel to the sides 7W{f and 7Wb.
The dielectric body in the third embodiment has the shape of
a rectangle when viewed from above and has a trapezoid
when viewed from the side. Specifically, the thickness of the
dielectric body in the third embodiment increases from the
side 11Wf toward the side 11Wb as shown in FIG. 20A, the
sides 11Wfand 11Wb being parallel to each other. The shape
of the dielectric body, however, is not limited to those of the
second and third embodiments.

For example, a wristwatch 1400 (wireless communications
device) shown in FIGS. 23A and 23B has band attaching
portions 1401a and 14015 each having the shape of an isos-
celes trapezoid when viewed from above, with the widths of
the portions 1401a and 14015 decreasing in the direction
from a main body case 1401 toward bands 1402a and 14025,
respectively, and each having the shape of a trapezoid when
viewed from the side, with the heights of the top surfaces of
the portions 14014 and 14015 increasing in the direction from
the bands 14024 and 14025, respectively, toward the main
body case 1401.

In this case, a containing portion 1405 may be provided.
The containing portion 1405 has the shape of an isosceles
trapezoid when viewed from above, with the width thereof
increasing in the direction from the band 14024 toward the
main body case 1401 along the edges of the band attaching
portion 14014 and the main body case 1401; and has the shape
of a trapezoid when viewed from the side, with the height
thereof increasing in the direction from the band 1402«
toward the main body case 1401.

In this case, a patch antenna 1410 contained within the
containing portion 1405 may also have the shape of an isos-
celes trapezoid when viewed from above and have the shape
of a trapezoid when viewed from the side, with the height
thereof increasing in the direction from the band 1402«
toward the main body case 1401 in accordance with the shape
of the containing portion 1405.

A dielectric body 1411 disposed on an earth conductor
1413 is constituted of two dielectric body units 1411f and
14115 having relative permittivities different from each other.
Specifically, the dielectric body unit 14115 forming the larger
cross section part of the dielectric body 1411 has a relative
permittivity smaller than that of the dielectric body unit 1411/
forming the smaller cross section part of the dielectric body
1411. Thus, the effective permittivity of the dielectric body
1411 can be adjusted.

This allows the length 1 of the side 14X{ of the radiation
element 1412 which is positioned on the smaller cross section
part to be substantially the same as the length [.2 of the side
14Xb of the radiation element 1412 which is positioned on the
larger cross section part, as shown in FIG. 24A. Accordingly,
the radiation element 1412 can occupy a larger area of the
radiation plane.

Further, by adjusting the effective permittivities of the
dielectric body units so that the one unit forming the larger
cross section part has a smaller effective permittivity than the
other unit forming the smaller cross section part, the lengths
L1 and L2 can satisty the relation of .1<L.2, as shown in FIG.
24B. This allows the radiation element 1412 to occupy a still
larger area of the radiation plane.

In this case, the dielectric body 1411 may include three or
more dielectric body units. Further, the dielectric body 1411
may also be constituted of a plurality of dielectric body units
lying on top of each other.
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Further, while the patch antennas in the above-described
embodiments each include a radiation element having the
shape of a rectangle or trapezoid, each patch antenna may
include a radiation element with a pair of diagonally-opposed
corners thereof cut off.

When the radiation element has such a shape, a patch
antenna can also serve as an antenna for receiving a circular
polarized wave.

Further, while the patch antennas in the above-described
embodiments employ a one-point feeding method, the
present invention is also applicable to a patch antenna
employing a two-point feeding method.

Further, while a patch antenna is mounted in a wristwatch
as a wireless communications device in each of the above-
described embodiments, the wireless communications device
may be a digital camera, a smartphone, a personal navigation
device (PND), for example.

The scope of the present invention is not limited to the
above-described embodiments and modifications, but covers
the scope of the claims and its equivalents.

The entire disclosure of Japanese Patent Applications No.
2012-206864 filed on Sep. 20, 2012 and No. 2012-206784
filed on Sep. 20, 2012 including description, claims, draw-
ings, and abstract are incorporated herein by reference in its
entirety.

Although various exemplary embodiments have been
shown and described, the invention is not limited to the
embodiments shown. Therefore, the scope of the invention is
intended to be limited solely by the scope of the claims that
follow.

What is claimed is:

1. A patch antenna comprising:

a dielectric body which increases in cross-sectional area
from a first end toward a second end thereof;,

a radiation element which is disposed on a surface of the
dielectric body and each side of which has a length
adjusted based on a frequency of a radio wave to be
received and an effective permittivity of the dielectric
body;

an earth conductor disposed on a bottom surface of the
dielectric body; and

a feed member electrically connected to the radiation ele-
ment,
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wherein the dielectric body has an inclined plane which is
inclined so that the dielectric body increases in height
along a to surface thereof from the first end toward the
second end thereof, and

wherein the dielectric body decreases in width from the
first end toward the second end thereof so as to have a
shape of a trapezoid when viewed from above.

2. The patch antenna according to claim 1, wherein:

the dielectric body has a width which increases as a thick-
ness of the dielectric body decreases, and

the dielectric body has a shape of an isosceles trapezoid
when viewed from above.

3. A wireless communications device comprising a patch
antenna and a containing portion which contains the patch
antenna, the patch antenna comprising:

a dielectric body which increases in cross-sectional area

from a first end toward a second end thereof;,

a radiation element which is disposed on a surface of the
dielectric body and each side of which has a length
adjusted based on a frequency of a radio wave to be
received and an effective permittivity of the dielectric
body;

an earth conductor disposed on a bottom surface of the
dielectric body; and

a feed member electrically connected to the radiation ele-
ment,

wherein the dielectric body has an inclined plane which is
inclined so that the dielectric body increases in height
along a to surface thereof from the first end toward the
second end thereof,

wherein the dielectric body decreases in width from the
first end toward the second end thereof so as to have a
shape of a trapezoid when viewed from above, and

wherein the containing portion has a shape corresponding
to a shape of the patch antenna when viewed from above
and/or when viewed from a side.

4. The wireless communications device according to claim

3, further comprising:

a main body case; and

a band attaching portion to attach a band to the main body
case,

wherein the containing portion is disposed in the band
attaching portion or disposed in the band attaching por-
tion and a part of the main body case, the part being
adjacent to the band attaching portion.

#* #* #* #* #*
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